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President Fiels called the meeting to order at 1:04pm EDT.  Members and guests were introduced.

Report from the President – Keith Michael Fiels

Fiels introduced an Executive Board proposal for a staff exchange program modeled on the Western Council program.  This would be a voluntary program in which members could contribute a pre-determined amount in addition to their basic membership dues to be used for travel and education to further the state library.  A small group has been formed to evaluate the program.  Nichols, Rudd, D. Johnson, and Crane will work with Tucker and Fiels to bring a proposal to the summer meeting in June.  Any administrative fees would be covered by the program and not by the association.  A straw poll revealed that many states would have difficulty funding travel this year.  

Report from the Secretary – Nolan Yelich

Yelich moved to approve the January 2002 minutes.  Nichols seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved as stated.  Fiels stated that future minutes would reflect member designates as such instead of listing them as guests.

Report from the Treasurer – Gary Nichols

A spreadsheet showing expense projections including dues increase options was distributed.  Nichols noted reasons for increased expenses were management fee, CE program, Washington presence, and meetings.   A modest dues increase was proposed which would call for a $500 increase in 2003 and an additional increase of $500 in 2004.  The proposal would include a waiver for up to two years for any state who could not afford the increase.  Fiels apologized for his misstatement at the January meeting that a dues increase was not necessary until 2004.  The spreadsheet distributed at the January meeting showed two years of dues income in the program reserves and it was not clear that $78,000 was prepaid dues for 2002.  The membership voted unanimously to accept the dues proposal.

Legislative Committee – Sandy Cooper

Cooper reported that the committee has been having weekly and bi-weekly conference calls.  She thanked everyone for his or her hard work.  Cooper introduced Vic Klatt and D’Arcy Philps from Van Scoyoc and Emily Sheketoff from the ALA Washington office.  Klatt reported that LSTA Reauthorization was moving along very smoothly until recently.  Some are concerned about the level of funding increase.  There is a chance that the bill will go to the House in the next week or so, but it could take much longer.  It is very clear that there is a lot of support for libraries, but many still do not have the full sense of the role libraries play.   Sheketoff stated the need to keep pushing for the bill to be voted on in the House and to start asking people to communicate with the appropriators.  IMLS has appropriations from two subcommittees, but a proposal is under discussion that both be funded from the Labor subcommittee.  Bob Martin, IMLS, stated that this will streamline the process and will make it easier in terms of administration.  Sheketoff reported that Carla Hayden is the new ALA President.  Cooper discussed the message that COSLA members should give to the House and Senate sides.  The big hurdle is getting it on the floor.  Bolt reported that the FCC has issued a notice of proposed rulemaking. Comments are due tomorrow.  Nichols and Crane will be serving on the E-Rate committee.      

Continuing Education Committee – Lesley Boughton

A new member orientation and CE program are planned for the fall meeting.  The new member orientation will include the history of COSLA by Gary Nichols. 

Network Committee – Rod Wagner

Wagner thanked AMR for their work on the development of the website.  Twenty-six states filled out the member profiles survey.  They survey will go back online in a few days and members can update their information at any time.  Wagner encouraged members to continue sending in their state library photos as well as individual photos.  Wagner noted that the statewide database licensing survey would be sent out a few questions at a time to the listserv.  Jean Wilkins distributed information on the Multistate Conference on October 16-18 in Lisle, IL.

Research and Statistics Committee – Barratt Wilkins

Wilkins stated that the committee did a lot of work in January.  Thirty-three states will receive the Lorenz award.  The committee is working on how to better compare data from Hawaii and D.C. with other state data.  Wilkins thanked the Network Committee for giving the Research and Statistics Committee the opportunity to review the member profiles survey.  Wilkins encouraged members to review the state information shown in the NCES/NCLIS study and let him know of any questions or concerns.  The next FSCS Professional Development Conference will be Dec. 8-11 in Phoenix, AZ.  

IMLS – Amy Owen

Owen introduced Bob Martin and Mary Chutes with IMLS.  Martin reported that Beverly Sheppard would be leaving IMLS.  Her last day is May 27.  The President’s budget recommended an additional $10 million for IMLS for training new librarians.  Martin and his staff have worked to narrow their focus to 4 broad program areas:  1) Students 2) Programs that take collaborative approach for leading to profession 3) Doctoral level studies 4) Research to establish base-line data.  Anyone with comments should send them to 21stclibrarian@imls.gov.  Laura Bush will host a 2 1/2 day conference on school libraries at the White House.  The audience will be educators and the program will show the importance of school libraries.  Invitations will be put in the mail tomorrow.  It will be taped and shown on C-Span.  All of the speakers remarks will be included in a publication and also on the IMLS website.  Chute thanked COSLA for their support.  Forty-six states plus Puerto Rico have submitted information for the 5-year evaluations.  Executive summaries will be on the Extranet.  Copies of the summary from Phase I of the annual report review were sent out.  An RFP for Phase II has been released.  The focus is to automate the process.  IMLS has offered to fund COSLA $50,000 for the chief officers to participate in the Pavilion of the States.  Mulkey moved to approve entering into a partnership with IMLS to provide support for participation in the Pavilion of the States.  Wells seconded the motion.  Hearing no further discussion, Fiels called for a vote.  The motion passed.  The funds will be administered by AMR for a 4% fee.  An application form will be sent to members.  States should give a breakdown of expenses for 2 people to attend.  A reimbursement check may need to be cut for more than one agency within a state.  Roberta Stevens, LOC, stated that the event would be held on October 12th.  There will be one exhibit for each state.  Stevens described plans for the event.  Members can ship their exhibits to LOC.  Rudd will work on a possible state sticker project, which will be held at the Pavilion of the States.  Fiels introduced a resolution for appreciation of Beverly Sheppard.  

Library of Congress – Nolan Yelich

Yelich thanked Roberta Stevens for attending.  Ellen Lovell from the Veterans History Project attended the mid-winter meeting and Yelich encouraged members to participate in this very successful project.  Information from the Heritage Health Index was distributed.  Any future communication will be coming through Tucker.

NCLIS – Nancy Bolt

Bolt introduced Martha Gould and Bob Willard from NCLIS.  Gould stated that NCLIS has been funded at a reduced level and reviewed their objectives for the year.  The proceedings on school libraries in Cincinnati, OH will be published soon.  Research papers on literacy will be posted on the website.  NCLIS has prepared a briefing for policymakers on how libraries can serve their community with crisis information, dissemination and management and Gould thanked COSLA for their help in improving the presentation.  Comments on the brochure should be submitted to Gould as soon as possible.  Willard stated that they are looking for independent funding for wider dissemination of the brochure and presentation.  Willard noted that the Commission has an astounding history and has drifted away from its’ mission of the founding fathers due to budget decreases.  Willard expressed his opinion that the Commission should be fully funded and then evaluated in a year to determine if the Commission is fulfilling its’ objectives.  Gould asked COSLA to actively support the continuation of NCLIS.  

NLS – Jim Scheppke

Scheppke discussed the transition to the Digital Talking Book.  The Digital Long-Range Planning Group met in March.  Extensive proceedings will be out soon.  Scheppke noted that Ray Ewick had suggested on the COSLA listserv that a task force be developed to work with Scheppke on this.  The following people have expressed an interest – Ray Ewick, Karen Strege, Nancy Bolt, Lamar Veatch, Peggy Rudd, and Michael York.

Special Reports:

FOLUSA – Sally Reed

Reed discussed how FOLUSA could help libraries.  They are embarking on a campaign to develop a toolkit for members.  A membership sign-up form was distributed.  Reed asked COSLA to promote FOLUSA within their states.

Gates Foundation Information Portal Project – Nancy Bolt

Bolt distributed a press release on OCLC creating a portal for public libraries.  OCLC received a grant to develop the portal.  Colorado State Library has partnered with OCLC and three others to help design and develop the portal.  They will be doing a needs assessment for those libraries that they will be serving.  Bolt will be inviting members to attend a focus group in June at ALA.  They are looking at 5 focus areas:  technical assistance, educational course work, purchasing, capacity building, and community.

Other Announcements:

A two-day symposium on Collaborative Virtual Reference will be held July 11-12.  There will be a $50 registration fee.  The Executive Board recommended that the fall meeting dates be changed to October 6-8.  The membership agreed through general consensus to change the dates.  Tucker will check with the hotel to confirm whether the new dates are possible.  Wells invited members to attend a Western Council luncheon on Saturday, June 15th in Atlanta.  Action items will be posted on the listserv in a few days.  Fiels noted that although he has accepted another position, he would be chairing the summer meeting and will work with Crane during the transition.  

Meeting Adjournment

President Fiels adjourned the meeting at 4:32pm EDT. 

                                                                        COSLA

                                               RESOLUTION IN APPRECIATION OF 

                                                              BEVERLY SHEPPARD

 

 

Whereas Beverly Sheppard has had a distinguished career as a museum professional for more than

   twenty years; and

 

Whereas Beverly Sheppard was appointed Deputy Director of the Insitutue of Museum and Library

   Services in June 1998; and

 

Whereas Beverly Sheppard also served as acting director of the Institute from March 1999 to July 2001

   through the critical period of consolidating the merger of museum and library services into a single

   federal agency; and

 

Whereas Beverly Sheppard is a consummate professional and a principled administrator and leader

   who has served the museum and library communities with fairness and skill over the past four years;

   and,

 

Whereas, Beverly Sheppard has been appointed President and CEO of Old Sturbridge Village in 

   Sturbridge, Massachusetts;

 

Now therefore be it Resolved, that the Chief Officers of State Library Agencies meeting in Washington

   D.C this 5th day of May, 2002, thank Beverly Sheppard for her excellent work on behalf of 

   libraries and wish her well in her new position.

