COSLA

2001 Mid-Winter Meeting Minutes

Friday, January 12, 2001

Institute of Museum and Library Services

Washington, D.C.

COSLA General Meeting Minutes

Members Present:





Guests Present:
Bolles, Charles (ID)





Baker, Diane (NV)


Bolt, Nancy (CO)





Bittner, Mamie (IMLS)

Boughton, Lesley (WY)




Costabile, Mary (ALA)

Brandau, Christie (MI)




Danvers, Rebecca (IMLS)

Chute, Mary (DE)





Gould, Martha (NCLIS)

Cooper, Sandra (NC)





Heiser, Jane (IMLS)

Crane, Karen (AK)





Ray, Joyce (IMLS)

Ewick, Ray (IN)





Sheppard, Beverly (IMLS)

Gibbons, Judith (KY)





Sheketoff, Emily (ALA)

Fiels, Keith Michael (MA)




Weiss, Nancy (IMLS)

Hillerby, Michael (NV)




Willard, Bob (NCLIS)

Johnson, Duane (KS)







Kellerstrass, Amy (IL)







Lucas, Michael (OH)





Staff Present:
McShane, Sybil (VT)

McVey, Susan (OK)





Burden, Tracy (AMR)

Miller, Suzanne (SD)





Doty, Brian (AMR)

Mulkey, Jack (AR)





Ruffin, John (AMR)

Nichols, J. Gary (ME)

Nix, Larry (WI)

Owen, Amy (UT)

Parker, Mark (CA)

Parker, Sara (MO)

Ploeg, Tom (GA)

Price, David (WV)

Rogers, Curtis (SC)

Rudd, Peggy (TX)

Smith, Sharman (IA)

Travillian, J. Maurice (MD)

Veatch, Lamar (AL)

Wagner, Rod (NE)

Wakashige, Ben (NM)

Walsh, Janet (WA)

Weaver, Barbara (RI)

Welch, Janet (NY)

Wells, GladysAnn (AZ)

Wiggin, Ken  (CT)

Wilkins, Barratt (FL)

Wolfe, Gary (PA)

Yelich, Nolan (VA)

York, Michael (NH)

President Fiels called the meeting to order at 1:04 p.m., EST.  Members and guests were introduced.

Report from the President – Keith Fiels
Fiels gave the following updates from the Executive Board.

a. The listserv has moved its host to Oregon State Library.  Two new listservs have been established – committee and liaison chairs and executive board.

b. The leadership retreat with ALA on Jan. 11th was cancelled.

c. New membership roster and committee and liaison lists have been distributed. and Nancy Zussy joined Lesley Boughton on the Continuing Education Committee.  They are looking for someone from the East to join.

d. Committee chairs should review their charges and bring them to the Leadership Retreat.

e. The directory is currently being updated.  Tracy Burden reminded members to send in their updates.  AMR staff is working on updating the brochure.

f. The spring meeting is in Arlington, VA on April 28th and 29th.  The schedule is as follows:  

Sat., April 28th     1-3p.m.
Committee and Liaison meetings




3-5p.m.
Executive Board meeting

Sun., April 29th    9-5p.m.
General Membership meeting

Information will be sent out as soon as the contract is signed.  The sites for 2002 will be as follows:  Mid-Winter 2002 – New Orleans, Summer 2002 – Atlanta.  Fiels invited the group to Boston for Fall 2002.

g. The management contract with AMR has been signed.  The contract includes a clause that would permit COSLA to terminate the contract if issues of concern are not resolved.  AMR has developed a team staff and follow thorough has been good.  The only unresolved issue is the website, but it is being addressed.

h. The Legislation Committee has recommended COSLA not to renew the contract with Bracy Williams.  Ewick made a motion to terminate the contract with Bracy Williams with Cooper seconding the motion.  There was one opposing vote from Wells (AZ).

i. The Leadership Retreat will be held on Feb. 10-11 in Dallas, TX.  Committee and Liaison chairs are invited to attend. 

j. The Executive Board minutes will be posted to the listserv.

Report from the Secretary – Nolan Yelich

Yelich presented the October 23, 2000 minutes for approval.  The minutes were approved as written.

Report from the Treasurer – Gary Nichols

Nichols reported that COSLA is a healthy organization and is operating as it should be.  He stated that the program reserves are sound, and there is a projected small surplus at year-end.  Nichols referred to the audit report and stated that the cash on deposits have been reconciled.

Legislation Committee – Sandy Cooper

Cooper reported that the IMLS director’s position remains open.  Dr. Bob Martin, former Texas state librarian, is pursuing the position and announced his request for support through conversation with the Legislation Committee.  A motion was made for COSLA to support Dr. Martin.  Fiels suggested that Dr. Martin submit a resume to be distributed to members.  The motion passed.  The LSTA Reauthorization Coalition met on December 1, 2000.  A funding section designed to establish the need for a funding program has been added.  This will add a ½ % to the amount IMLS retains for the library fund.  A motion was made to adopt the Resolution on LSTA Reauthorization.  The motion passed with one abstention by Janet Welch (NY).  

Report from ALA – Sarah Long and Emily Sheketoff

Sheketoff reported that the new Appropriations Committee will begin Jan. 20th.  The Advocacy Program is working on a new toolkit to help parents and kids effectively use the Internet.  UCITA is continuing to be introduced across the nation in various states.  Twenty states are currently active.  There are tutorial and discussion links on-line at the ALA website.  ALA is very active in LSTA Reauthorization.  Sheketoff stressed that ALA does not endorse earmarks.  Long reported that ALA is moving into the media phase and 30 libraries have joined the Campaign for America’s Libraries.  April 1-7 is National Library Week.  Long noted her appreciation for international support.  ALA noted the need for a virtual learning center.  ALA received the Preston Barber grant with the help of a letter of support from COSLA.  

Continuing Education Committee – Lesley Boughton

Barbara Weaver has joined the committee.  The committee will meet at the Spring COSLA meeting to develop a CE plan/schedule.  

Network Committee – Rod Wagner

Ken Wiggin and Jim Nelson are working on a proposal based on state’s digitization activities.  Terry Plummer, a state library staff member, attended the Open-Electronic Book Summit II in Denver.  She is interested in continuing to be the liaison.

The committee has gathered information on database licensing from each state.  A compilation of the results has been issued to each COSLA member.  Wiggin and others are working on the content of the website and are looking to include such things as state library’s reports and studies, RFP’s issued by state libraries, licensing agreements, job descriptions, and current events.  Fiels asked the committee to have basic recommendations ready for the April meeting.

Research and Statistics –Barratt Wilkins

Wilkins reported that the deadline to submit data for the John Lorenz award has passed.  Wilkins emphasized the importance of receiving state library data.  NCES did not get OMB approval for new data questions.  Lamar Veatch will be attending the NSLS meeting on Feb. 15th and 16th.

Publications and Public Relations – Kendall Wiggin

Wiggin reported that the committee will continue to review the reauthorization survey and work to make it better.  Fiels thanked the committee for the quality of the survey.  Wiggin noted that the survey can be distributed, but states should not be identified.  Wiggin and Owen will prepare a press release and present to AMR staff for distribution.  Owen thanked members for responding to the survey.

IMLS – Beverly Sheppard and Jane Heiser

Sheppard distributed handouts.  The federal budget has been passed.  Each state will receive a press release showing their final grant amount.  Heiser distributed the new State Allotment Table.  The figures reflect the current Census data.  The grant money can not be officially issued until the warrants are received from the Treasury.  The money should be sent out by Jan. 22nd.  The LSTA State Grants Manual is now on-line.  All pertinent information can be found there.  The Five-Year Evaluation Plan letter is due at IMLS on Jan. 31, 2001.  IMLS will be sponsoring two additional Outcome Based Evaluation training workshops.  One will be on Feb. 26-27 for those who have not yet attended an OBE workshop and one will be Mar. 19-20 for those State Library staff who have a responsibility for training and continuing education in their States.  Interviews will be scheduled soon for the Deputy Director, Office of Library Services.  The 2nd Annual Web-Wise:  A Conference on Libraries and Museums in the Digital World will be held in Washington Feb. 12-14.  Only 7 states have not submitted their annual reports.  Heiser stressed the importance of having up-to-date information.  The new budget had a rider attached to it – Children’s Internet Protection Act.  This act take effect on April 20th.  

Library of Congress – David Price

Price reported that they are working with Winston Tabb on a program for the Spring meeting.  LC and OCLS are working together on a Digital Reference project that at some point might include state library agencies.  

NCLIS – Martha Gould

NCLIS produced a detailed report on the Access to Government Legislation.  Gould feels that the Assessment on Public Access to Public Information Report is one of the most important issues facing libraries.  More public hearings are expected on this.  The Sister Library Tea will be held on Jan. 13th.  A five year report will be done on the Sister Library Project.   NCLIS is holding a hearing on school libraries in Cincinnati, OH on April 25 & 26 to discuss information literacy.  Three new appointments have been made to NCLIS including Marilyn Mason, Dr. Donald Robinson, and Paula Holahan.  There is a possibility for 10 new appointments.  Recommendations should be made to Bob Willard.  Gould reported that NCLIS is working with NCES to get school library statistics.

NASIRE – Barbara Weaver

Weaver suggested that NASIRE and COSLA should hold a joint meeting to discuss digital government.  NASIRE has developed a document on Creating Citizen-Centric Digital Government.  A copy was in the last Governing magazine.  NASIRE is working to become the information access association.  NECCC has published a paper on Privacy Policy.  This can be found on NECCC’s website.

Additional Business
Maurice Travillian – The National Federation of the Blind received $4,000,000 to put publications online statewide.  Maryland will be the first test site.  GladysAnn Wells – States impacted by UCITA should let Wells know; Arizona is facing UCITA..

Meeting Adjourned

President Fiels adjourned the meeting at 5:00 p.m.

